
 

      

President’s Report 
Hello to all. 

The sun is coming through my window and the promise of a beautiful day beckons :) 

Our very successful dressage day has once again been run and won with many smiles 

from Hurstbridge members who took advantage of the homeground situation. Our mem-

bers looked elegant and rode so well across all the levels. Our colours were worn with 

pride and it was felt throughout the entire club. The organizers, Kerrie Unwin and 

Amanda Stark were fabulous throughout the weeks before the event and on the day. It 

ran smoothly and promptly. Our canteen guru, Cath Bateman again stepped up to the 

plate with yummy food throughout the day with her dedicated team of helpers. Once 

again, to everyone who put in the effort to help this day I want to personally thank you 

as our reputation of a well run, friendly club was again evident throughout this day xxx 

The competition season has stepped up with many riders out and about, especially sup-

porting local clubs. Kangaroo Ground Dressage day saw many Black and Jade ponies 

strutting their stuff and St. Andrews held their first official SJ day and again, this was 

supported by members of HB. For results, check out the 'Out and About' page!! 

On such a high I need to let the members know about my future for the coming year. 

Over the last 17 years I have held many roles on our wonderful committee, from vice 

President to general committee to secretary but I never had the nerve to take on the Pres-

ident role until 2 years ago when our club found ourselves without a President. To say I 

was nervous was an understatement. Was I going to upset people with decisions? Could 

I be a leader that our club needed? How do you cope when you make mistakes???? The 

list went on but I took on the job with the most wonderful group of people a girl could 

ask for. 

 To our extraordinary secretary, Lisa Ronalds. You have become a great friend and a 

trustworthy advocate. I could rely on you no matter how much tension I was feeling 

about an issue, you always got me through. This woman deserves a medal for the time 

and effort she puts into the club. She truly is a quiet achiever and if you haven't voted 

for the Julie Garret memorial then take a good look at this woman!! 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

Wednesday  14th No-

vember 8.30 PM—

AGM at clubhouse 

22nd & 23rd Nov—

Jenny Shepherd clin-

ic 

30th Nov, Julie Gar-

rett Nominations 

close 
Friday 14th Dec- 

Xmas break up 7pm 

at Bridges 

HORSELAND EPPING & 

GREENSBOROUGH— 

SADDLE FITTING SERVICE 

AVAILABLE  

Our end of year get together will again be held at Bridges in Hurst-
bridge on Friday, 14th December starting at 7.30 p.m.  There will be 
finger food served.  The cost is $10 per person.  Drinks are to be pur-
chased at usual bar prices.  Please rsvp to me at melis-
sa@ech.com.au by Friday, 9th December if you would like to at-
tend.  I do need to know exact numbers for catering, so please do try 
to let me know by the 9th December. It was a great night last year, 
lots of eating, drinking and chatting.  Hope you can make it. 
  

Mel  

mailto:melissa@ech.com.au
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To the 2 great treasurers I have worked with. Marc Harper. We all know the dedication this man has to our club 

and he stayed on in my first year to help get me through. Thank you Marc, everything you have done and continue 

to do for our club is much appreciated by all :) 

Sarah Ross. The newbie on the committee. She took on her role with gustoes and enthusiasm I haven't seen in 

years!! And in the middle of all her work she has had a gorgeous baby girl, Annabelle and awaits the birth of Ma-

tildas foal. Thank you for nutting things out for us and for continuing to work right up to the hospital run!! 

Di Wilson. This woman took over the membership obligations from Lisa this year and has truly made the role her 

own. She works tirelessly to make sure that every member is fairly dealt with and works around our grounds bril-

liantly. She has organized many working situations that have saved our club money as members have covered 

many jobs we previously paid for!! It is stressful and hard but she has persisted and changed things as she sees fit. 

It is still a work in progress that Di does with pride :) 

Melissa Dawson. A wonderful, caring all round member who simply runs our Wednesday Rallies with ease and 

confidence. Thank you for being the person who deals with changes to times, organizes off grounds rallies and 

generally emails heaps of members per week. Always there to be relied upon when needed with a smile and a car-

ing word xxx. 

Lisa Utting. A wonderful lady, very caring friend and Saturday organizer!! Thank you for helping me out when I 

needed you! Saturdays are always hard to do but again, you seem to do these with ease and care xxx 

Sherri Morely. In the middle of selling your property, running 3 kids around and working your butt off you still 

found time to attend meetings, share your expertise and organize out TTT teams. Thank you for your time and ef-

fort, even when the going got tough!! 

Leanne Le Claire. Thank you for organizing our members keys. With little kids this is a hard ask but you seem to 

fulfil the role with a smile :) 

Rachael Walton. Month after month, Year after year you seem to put together an amazing newsletter that members 

look forward to reading. You are a very busy lady but you still manage to send out emails, get the newsletter done 

on time , except when the President forgets to write her report!! And still maintain a happy smile to all at club xxx 

Thank you!! 

Sukula Page. You stepped up to the committee role when we needed you and have contributed greatly to our meet-

ings with your knowledge. It has been great getting to know you and I look forward to seeing you around the 

club :) 

To all the members that have a Smile, a Hello and a cuppa with me at club on Wednesdays and sometimes Satur-

days, Thank you for making my horsey therapy time so rewarding!! 

After writing all of these paragraphs about our committee and members I can see why we have the fantastic repu-

tation that we have. It is not an accident, it is hard work completed by many members over many years that have 

got us to this position! I know that the club will continue to prosper over the coming years :) 

With that I will be handing in my resignation at the end of this riding year. It is not something I do easily, in fact I 

have tears forming... but my children are at the age where they take up an enormous amount of my time and I can 

see it getting busier for me as I send my eldest off to high school next year. I have heard of some very trustworthy 

and capable members who have enquired about the President role and that makes this decision slightly easier. 

With that, I again would like to Thank all of my friends for their support over the last 2 years and I hope that in 

some small way I have built on the work completed by my predecessors. I look forward to riding at club with all 

of you next year and who knows what the future may bring xxxx 

Ride safely 

your President 

Jo xxxxxxxx 

 

SATURDAY RALLIES 
Hi Guys, 

We have Felicity Yuncken instructing at rally on Saturday – please let me know ASAP if you are wanting to ride – 

I know YB Horse Trails are on the weekend of 17/18 so a lot of our regular Saturday riders will be attending that 

event. 

Felicity is an excellent flat instructor and she gives a very good lesson – it would be well worth attending if you 

are able to.   -lisau@vicbar.com.au  

mailto:lisau@vicbar.com.au


 

      
SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

It's hard to believe that another year is nearly over ! 

After three very busy years which have bolted by, the time has come for me to hang up the secretaries bridle and let some other keen 

member take on the role for 2012/2013 

 

As I reflect on the many changes which have taken place over that time, I feel proud to have contributed towards them in some small 

way,  along with all the people I have had the pleasure of working with 

 

It has been quite a journey which started 5 years ago for me when the president Cath Giles suggested to me that I might be a good person 

to go on committee - "You won' t have to do anything "she said "we just need a quorum for our meetings" !!!  

 

There have been many laughs, a lot of hard work, a few tears but definitely no regrets. 

I have learnt many new skills, I have met some fantastic  people and made some friends for life. 

 

From me also a huge thank you to all the members Jo has already mentioned  in her report – all of you are committed people drawn to-

gether by your shared love of horses/ riding and our great club 

 

Also my thanks to Ronnie Lee our president in 2009 for giving me the confidence to take this job on in the first place and for the start she 

gave to the process of documenting our policies and procedures – Successive committees over the last three years have continued with 

this however the job is not yet complete - Our  manual is a living document which must be revisited and modified as change occurs in 

legislation and insurance requirements/ HRCAV policy and our own club needs. 

Through this manual committees can pass on their collective wisdom to those who follow so we don't have to reinvent the wheel every 

time there is a change of committee or subcommittee 

 

Documentation is also a requirement of our risk management process and so  

Thank you to  Kim Alison, our RMO, who has kindly cast her trained eye over all our important policies so that we can be confident they 

comply with the law as well as serving the purposes of our club 

 

My thanks on behalf of all our members to our wonderful instructors all of whom bring their own special "flavour" to their lessons and 

help to draw us all together with our shared passion, whether it is  rain, hail or shine or all three in one lesson! 

 

As a committee we've achieved much and there have been changes over the last few years – some decisions aren't always popular with all 

members however I think we have listened to our members and weighed up decisions very carefully and fairly – 

 

On a committee of management such as ours you don't have the luxury of sitting on the fence- we have to make decisions in the interests 

of the majority of our members and can't give special treatment to our friends - we know that most members understand this.  On that 

note I ask all of you if you have an issue or a suggestion please speak to someone on the committee - Committee can't deal with a prob-

lem if they don't know it exists  

 

Thank-you so much to my fellow committee members- you are an awesome bunch of committed people who have dedicated yourselves 

to the betterment of our club and it has been a great pleasure to work with all of you 

 

And my thanks to  Jo who has headed up our committee and our club over the last 2 years and acted as a true leader through some tough 

times, but always with integrity- Amongst many other things she has initiated and overseen clearer job descriptions - everyone on our 

committee has a special role - no one is just there to make up the numbers  

 

Her wisdom and experience of a lifetime spent as a horse lover and involvement in riding clubs; well you just can't buy that   

 

It has been my pleasure to get to know her over these last 2 years and come to realise what a kind and fair person she is, a team player, 

and how lucky we have all been to have her leading our club 

 

Finally and most importantly- Thank you to the members of the HDARC  who have contributed so much this year to our club in caring 

for our grounds and helping at our events and rallies; this is your club and you have a right to be proud of it  

 

Wishing you and your families a Peaceful and Happy Christmas 

 

Happy and Safe Riding 

 

Lisa Ronalds 



 

      
  

Uniforms 
The uniform cupboard now has a lock on it. We have decided to conduct all uniform purchases through one per-

son. This will allow us to keep an accurate and up to date stock list.  If you wish to make a purchase please see Sa-

rah Walsh every Wednesday morning at the club or by appointment on Saturdays. At any time then you will be 

able to contact Sarah and she can tell you availability of stock and sizing. Uniforms will be required to be paid for 

via cheque or cash at time of purchase or alternatively directly into our bank account with uniforms able to be col-

lected upon presentation of the bank receipt. Please direct all your queries to Sarah Walsh. Email: 

smw@techinfo.com.au 

Black cap with logo                                      $12.00 

 

Black polar fleece Jacket with logo             $40.00 

 

Black polar fleece vest with logo                  $34.00 

 

Polo t-shirt with logo                                     $30.00 

 

Black knitted vest with logo                         $41.00 

 

Black knitted jumper with logo                    $56.00 

 

Black waterproof jacket with logo               $60.00 

 

Saddle Blanket see Debbie Smith from Yarrambat Horsewear  (shop in Hurstbridge 942 

Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd 97181988) 

 

All uniform queries see Sarah Walsh. smw@techinfo.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Sheppard Clinic  
Hi all as you all know we have been having Jenny Sheppard instructing at club on a monthly basis 

she will be retuning for November 22nd and 23rd anyone interested in a lesson please email me 

( Sarina McDermott) at katiefish@tpg.com.au please be aware that if you book a lesson and a re-

placement can’t be found you are responsible for payment we also require assistance setting up 

and packing up any quires please call 0419515700   

Cheers  

Sarina  
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Our Dressage Day... 
One night whilst reading our newsletter I saw the request for someone to run our annual Dressage Jackpot Day. I 

knew that there had been several attempts to find someone and as I did not wish for this day to disappear off our 

calendar I decided to put my hand up… 

I slowly and tentatively sent a message to Jo saying…''if there is no one else then I will give it a go''…it took a lit-

tle time to press send but I finally did it!! Not more than half an hour later, Amanda asked if I could let Jo know 

that she would offer to do the same... with a sense of relieve and joy I thought...ah ha!!! I now had a Partner in 

Crime and it was looking better already. 

We started organising what we could from that early stage, judges needed to be booked, the entry program needed 

to appear in Chaff Chat, grabbing helpers that had done specific jobs the year before, which thankfully they all 

obliging confirmed they would do again this year…!!, and generally getting a handle on things. As we trudged 

along, with tips from Trish on advice and planning strategies, we felt like we were making steady progress and all 

the jigsaw pieces where falling into place. 

As the day got nearer, Amanda lucked out by being in charge of entries, which many may not realise, times be-

came the biggest shuffling act in history as people constantly required changes re grading up, changed riders, 

scratchings, re-assessments, changed horses and a 100 questions from 100 different people basically all wanting 

the same thing...  and was still accommodating several amendments right up until late on the Friday before. 

The scheduling of the working bee was also another task that needed juggling around to accomodate everyone's 

needs and unfortunately didn’t go quite to plan, but in the end we had a great turnout of helpers on both the Friday 

and Saturday and everyone who chipped in did such a wonderful job.... so wonderful in fact that we were able to 

finish up on the Saturday a lot earlier than first thought! Some monster helping efforts (especially Marc, Mel and 

Brad Dawson with the arenas) made everyones lives a lot easier.... Thank you to all of you who came... the dres-

sage day would not have been so successful without you! 

With the working bee behind us, I thought we could now rest easy and wait for the morning to arrive... but NOOO! 

Judging problems Saturday night! With no idea on how best to handle this I asked Trish for some advise, which 

she gave and then thankfully dealt with the situation and resolved it, all in one fell swoop! THANK YOU! 

On the Day itself I arrived at the crack of dawn to a very peaceful and lovely looking grounds set up 

Cath turned up with her goodies for the canteen and started work, the day had begun with the smell of bacon and 

eggs... perfect! Helpers and horses started arriving and everyone helping seemed to be there on time…much to our 

relieve. There were those who could only manage certain hours and those who seemed to stay for so much longer 

than they were down for! A very big thank you for that, we appreciated it greatly. 

Our entries were good and the day shone from above providing riders and horses alike with an atmosphere of calm 

and warmth. Smiles were a plenty and members from other Clubs commented on how friendly everyone was, how 

nice our grounds were and how nice it was to come to a well set out event. With this thought in mind we couldn't 

have done it without all of you. The efforts of Sarah Ross, who although heavily pregnant helped us several 

times during the weeks running up to the day as well as on the day itself, Lisa Utting the scoring Queen!!! ...and 

everyone who did anything, from stewards and gear checkers to canteen, pencilling , office workers and even those 

wonderful members who took up judging positions! 

Sandy Cornell won Grade 5 Champion and the overall highest percentage from a Hurstbridge member. Heather 

Wilson was the Reserve Champion in GradeThree and quite a number of our members had several placings on the 

day so as a club we did very well and should feel very proud.  

The day drew to a close with more hands on deck to tidy, clean and lock up. As the shutters came down on the 

club room and the sun started to set upon the grounds, my thoughts were on the future as I wondered who would 

be doing this next year and what fun they will have. To whoever it is be reasured that we are here to guide you and 

help where necessary... believe us when we say...'it was all so very worth it'!! 

Again a big thank you to you all, 

Kerrie (with Amanda’s help again) 



 

      

 



 

      
OUT & ABOUT 

StAndrews SJ day 

Plenty of our members coming home with ribbons, a couple taking out their 

Grades championship winning beautiful rugs. 
Jenny Webb & Merlin  3rd in Ballarat H.T in grade 4, only Merlin’s 2nd Horse trials  

 

Members news 
Hi everyone, 

 I just wanted to say a big thankyou to our members for your kind comments and wishes after the 

birth of our little (or not so little!) girl on Monday 22nd October. My husband and I couldn't be 

happier as she is healthy and happy and just perfect. We feel very lucky to have little Annabelle 

in our lives.  

  

I would also like to say a huge thankyou to the wonderful committee of our fantastic club. They 

have been supportive, kind, considerate and full of helpful advice in the lead up to the birth as 

well as since, by checking in with me to make sure everything is going well and taking turns to 

care for our animals while we were unable to be at home to care for them. They go above and 

beyond both in friendship and their contribution to our fantastic club. It is an honour to be a part 

of our committee and I feel lucky to have made some lifelong friends through this. 

  

From here, we only have a few more weeks to wait for my mare Matilda to have her foal, as well 

as the cow who will follow a few weeks after that.  

  

Therefore, as I am just learning how to be a mum and will have far less time with everything 

else going on, I feel I may not have the time I normally dedicate to the treasurer's role in the 

coming riding year and I would like to go back to a general committee role instead of the treasur-

er's position for the next 12 months. If there are any members thinking of contributing to our club 

through a committee position and have an interest in finances, please consider taking on this role 

for the next riding year. I would be happy to go through every aspect of the role with you and 

outline exactly what is involved or even 'job sharing' the role to reduce the workload. As I have 

introduced some new reporting and processes since coming on board, the role would best be suit-

ed to someone with experience with spreadsheets. However, like I said, I will help in every as-

pect I can. Being a committee member is a rewarding experience and is a great way to get to 

know our members. 

  

I look forward to seeing you down at the club soon and bringing little Annabelle for a visit.  

 Thanks again, 

Sarah 



 

      
WEDNESDAY END OF TERM RIDE AND CHRISTMAS BREAK-UP LUNCH 

Wednesday 12th December,  2012 

 

At the delightful Watsons Creek Antiques Café, 765 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd, Kangaroo Ground 

 

Come and celebrate the end of another great year of riding with friends.  

 

The café will be providing a delicious, set price, 2  course  lunch for $28.00.  

This will include a combination of either entree, main meal (with choices) or dessert,  

plus coffee, tea or soft drink.  

Alcoholic drinks will be available for purchase. 

 

There will be the option of a trail ride to and from the café for those who are interested. This will 

be departing from the Kangaroo Ground Pony Club Grounds at 10.00am. As usual, the horses will 

be tied to trees in the paddock at the back of the café, where water and some hay will be provided. 

Don’t forget your headstall and rope! Please indicate on the return slip if you are planning to ride 

or not. 

(For those who are riding and need to pick up kids from school, making alternative arrangements 

can ensure a less stressful departure after lunch) 

Bookings must be received with payment by Wed 5th December to confirm the numbers with the 

café. 

 

All enquiries and bookings to Cath Giles  0417 307 843 or cathygiles@bigpond.com  

Please post the return slip with payment to:  

Cath Giles 265 Flat Rock Road, Hurstbridge 3099 

Payment can be made with either cash, a cheque made out to Watsons Creek Antiques Café, or by 

credit card directly with Jo at the café (call her on 9719 7518) and ensure she takes your details. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Name/s:          ______________________________________ Mob Phone: 

 

                        ______________________________________ Mob Phone: 

 

                        ______________________________________ Mob Phone: 

 

                        ______________________________________ Mob phone: 

 

 

I wish to book  ______  person/people at $28.00pp for the break-up lunch = $__________ 

 

I enclose payment for this amount, paying by:  CASH   CHEQUE   CREDIT CARD (direct with 

café) 

 

YES I will/ NO I will not be joining the trail ride: Number of riders  ______    

 

mailto:cathygiles@bigpond.com


 

      
Nominations for Committee HDARC for 2012/2013 
Thankyou to those members who have taken the time to forward nominations for our next committee and to the nominees who have put 

their hand up by acceptance of the nomination 

The nomination period closed at 8.30pm last night and at that time the Nominations were as follows: 

 

President:  Lisa Embling  

 

Treasurer:  No nominations  

 

Secretary:  Trish Kruse  

 

Ordinary Committee members: 

Sarah Ross 

Marc Harper 

Di Wilson 

Melissa Dawson 

Sherri Morley 

Sukala Page 

 

In accordance with our Constitution the above –mentioned members will be deemed elected to the respective positions without the re-

quirement for a vote by members. 

Nevertheless I have attached the proxy vote form should any member not able to attend the AGM wish to “vote”. I need all proxies re-

turned to me by 24 hours prior to the AGM to  PO Box 269 Hurstbridge/ Email /Fax to 9438-3999 or in person. You may name any 

member who will be personally present at the meeting to be your proxy and vote on your behalf  (including myself.)  

As the position of treasurer will become vacant, nominations for this position can be accepted right through to the AGM  

We look forward to seeing many members at our AGM next Wednesday the 14th of November at 8.30 PM 

Kind Regards 

The Committee HDARC 2012 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

APPENDIX 3 

FORM OF APPOINTMENT OF PROXY 

I, 

 (name) 

of 

 (address) 

being a member of 

 HURSTBRIDGE DISTRICT ADULT RIDING CLUB INC 

appoint 

 (name of proxy holder) 

of 

 (address of proxy holder) 

being a member of that Incorporated Association, as my proxy to vote on my behalf at the *annual/*special general meeting of the Asso-

ciation to be held on— 

 

(date of meeting) 

and at any adjournment of that meeting. 

My proxy is authorised to vote *in favour of/*against the following resolution: [insert details of resolution] 

 

 

Signed 

 

 

Date 

*Delete if not applicable 

__________________ 



 

      

2012 
“Julie Garrett Memorial Award” 

 
Julie was always kind, friendly, enthusiastic, encouraging, supportive,  

determined and most of all, loved her jumping with a passion.  
 

Julie’s family very kindly donated a perpetual trophy in loving memory of Julie, which  
is to be presented each year to a Hurstbridge member who has received the  

most nominations from HDARC members.  
 

Julie’s family have requested that the successful nominee should show the following attributes: 
 

A good HDARC member 
Encouraging and supportive of others 

Helps out i.e. setting up and packing up at rallies 
May represent the club in competition and is willing to have a go 

The recipient does not have to be a regular competitor,  
but should support Hurstbridge’s events 

An all round ‘good sport’ and friend 
 

Past recipients of this award are 
 Louise Barry – 2004, Lisa Utting - 2005 

Annette Luckman-2006, Cathy Giles -2007, Lisa Embling-2008, Andrea Barton-2009,  
Marc Harper – 2010, Melissa Dawson - 2012 

 
The award will be presented on the evening of the club Christmas break-up by our past recipient Melissa Dawson J 

 
Votes can be mailed to HDARC PO Box 269 Hurstbridge 3099 

or emailed to Melissa Dawson at  melissa@ech.com.au 
or text / phone 0439 080 861 

Please note: Voting closes on Tuesday the 30
th

 November 
                 ______________________________________________________________ 

2012 Julie Garrett   
Nomination Form 

 
I (name)…………………………………………………………...……………………………………… 
 
 
Vote for………………………………………………………………….…………………………………. 
 
 
Date:…………………………… Signed …………………………………………………………… 

 
All votes are confidential unless an audit is requested .This would be undertaken by the committee. 

 



 

      
Noticeboard 

Carlyle park are taking horses for boarding and offer a rehabilitation for post op or injured horses. 

Including private training and agistment please contact Kirsty 0419525248.  
 

For Sale  

As new Wintec jumping saddle  

17" interchangeable gullet & CARE system  

Fully mounted  

Used twice  

RRP @$1200 

Asking $950  

 

FOR SALE 

Hillswood Clover 

6 year old liver chestnut part welsh mare with plenty 

of bling. 

Stand out from the crowd with this pretty little mare.  

Clover is a super all rounder  ideally suited to pony 

club just looking for the right family to take her fur-

ther.  She has competed successfully recently plac-

ing in both her prelim tests with a child rider.  She 

has been to large shows in a vibrant environment 

and took everything in her stride winning her novice 

pony and placing in open classes.  Loves trail riding, 

rounding up cattle and jumping, has attended pony club. 

She is good to catch, float, worm, never needed shoes. 

Priced to sell   $3,500.00  Call Peta 0417 132 810 

 

For Sale 

16inch Wintec 2000 All Purpose, excellent condition, mounted.  $600 call Rachael  0418 593 971 

 

Hurstbridge Saddlery 
942  Main Rd Hurstbridge 

Clearing winter rugs  
Natural spring rugs in store  

Now Available!!! 
Chaff/Pellets 

Chook Cat & Dog Food etc 
You will be pleasantly surprised at our prices 

 

 

 



 

      
 LESSON AND ARENA  ETIQUETTE   

    

Safety of horses, riders and spectators is of paramount importance: with this in mind: 
 

 Always approach, enter and leave the arena at a walk  

 

 If arriving late to a lesson, enter the arena without interrupting any other horses/riders that are already working. Apologise to the in-

structor and ask their permission to join the group (this may not be possible if it is a jumping lesson and your horse is not warmed 

up). 

 

 Always introduce yourself to a new instructor and advise them of both you and your horse’s experience/level.  

 

 While working in a group, try to be aware of where everyone else is on the arena, so that you can avoid cutting them off or running 

into other horses. Acquaint yourself with the horses that need you to keep your distance (most commonly mares) and do your best to 

do so. If your horse is not happy about others coming too close, please advise the instructor and the other riders, so that they equally 

can keep their distance from you. As a guide, you should leave a distance of at least two horse lengths between yourself and the 

horse in front. 

 

 When passing another horse front-on, wherever possible, pass left shoulder to left shoulder. 

 

 Do not allow your horse to run up the rear of the horse in front of you. Always turn away and either do a small circle or move to an-

other part of the arena where there is more space. 

 

 Should you need to stop for any reason or need to take a brief break, always make your way to the middle of where your group is 

working on the arena, out of the way of the other riders. 

 

 If you are on a horse that is really playing up and disturbing others in the lesson, it is common courtesy to either move away from the 

group, or actually leave the arena once you have advised the instructor of your intention to do so. You can possibly rejoin the group 

and continue with the lesson, once your horse settles down. 

 

 Always excuse yourself from a lesson should you wish/need to leave early. 

 

 If using a full length dressage whip in a lesson, make sure that when passing other horses that you don’t inadvertently touch or flick 

them with your whip. 

 

 Should you find yourself sharing a lesson or warm-up area at a competition with more advanced riders who are doing two-track 

work, they have right-of-way at all times. 

 

 Feel free to ask questions and clarify instructions with your instructor throughout a lesson if you are unsure about what is being 

asked of you, or if you haven’t heard the instruction. 

 

 Thank your instructor for their time and do not hesitate to query them about what you have worked on in the lesson, and what would 

be useful to continue with in your own training. 

 

 Please leave the arena at a walk once your lesson is finished, and when returning to the float/yards area or generally moving around 

the grounds, do so at a walk so as not to spook other horses. 

 

 If there is equipment to be set up for your lesson, please offer assistance before mounting. Equally, if there is equipment to be packed 

away, please make yourself available to help after the lesson, as this job often falls on the same few people left at the end of the day.  

 

 Please be mindful of the fact that there are often other classes being held in adjacent areas of the arenas including the bottom show-

jumping arena; the club will endeavour to separate these designated work spaces by the use of ground-poles or witches hats 

 

 In general regarding fair use of our available work-space; group lessons booked via our rally coordinators always take priority over 

privately booked lessons and private schooling 

 

 

 Please ensure that all manure is removed from the arena if your horse has made a deposit during the lesson. And while you are there 

cleaning up, consider picking up any other droppings left behind too. A small gesture of goodwill goes a long way to creating an 

atmosphere of care for not only club property, but your fellow riders as well. 

 

 

 

  

 



 

      

HDARC Rostered Duties 
Wednesday Rallies  

 

PRIOR TO RALLY:   
Harrow top and bottom arenas and around the show jumps. 
If possible harrow on the Tuesday pm or before the first lesson. The club gates are unlocked at 9am  
(4WD is not required) The harrow is on the ground in front of the large equipment shed. Don’t harrow if 
the arenas are waterlogged 
 
Open the Clubhouse:  
Enter through the back door which will be unlocked for you 
Open all the security shutters  
Open the front doors and the servery window 
Turn on the lights  
Turn on the fridge 
Fill and turn on the urn 
Get out the tea/coffee and sugar 
Put the hose outside 
Put the manure wheelbarrow and arena rake near the mounting block for easy access to top arenas 
and carpark 
 
Put out equipment if required for a lesson; information re equipment which may be required will be on 
your emailed riding list a copy of which is in “the Book” at the club; Some equipment is locked in the 
equipment shed; a committee member will need to open this for you 
                          
Please Bring          
3 Litres of Milk and 2 cakes +/or packets of biscuits between the 2 rostered people for morning tea 
Place a receipt in the rally payment letterbox if you would like a refund                                  

During the Rally 

Provide hot drinks for the instructors throughout the morning or water if required 
Deb: White Coffee, no sugar:       Susie: 
Francis: White Tea, no sugar        Dale:  coffee, white, 2 sugars 
Guest Instructors as required 
 
END OF DAY: 
Clear the grounds of any remaining manure although riders are expected to  
remove their own of manure 
Put the hose away 
Empty wheelbarrow and put inside back door with rake/pooper scooper  
Replace equipment in the shed 
Wash and dry dishes and wipe benches;  
Sweep clubhouse floor 
Ensure toilets are clean and tidy; replace dirty handtowels/teatowels 
Empty the kitchen bin into the wheelie bin and replace the bin liner 
Ensure the fridge is off and the door is ajar.  
Ensure the urn and all lights, heaters and fans are off. 
Close the shutters and lock the clubhouse; the front door nearest the servery needs to be held closed 
from the outside whilst the shutter is being closed 
Put the rubbish bins outside the front gate for collection 
Ensure the gate to the grounds is locked if you are the last to leave  

. 
Thank you for your help. 



 

      
Contacts 

 
President:     Jo McIlroy Smith mjselectrics@bigpond.com 0417 549 679 

 

Secretary    Lisa Ronalds;   andrew.ronalds@bigpond.com (preferred contact); 

         or 0417593152  

Treasurer    Sarah Ross:   sarahross1@hotmail.com    Mob:0408 319 941     

 

Membership Requirements   Di Wilson:  dwplumb@bigpond.net.au;  Mob: 0409020095  

   

Uniforms    Sarah Walsh  smw@techinfo.com.au  mob: 0407 889 450 

 

Newsletter    Rachael Walton waltonfamily@evolutionyamaha.com.au  

 

Wednesday Rallies   Melissa Dawson    melissa@ech.com.au          9718 2679 

 

SaturdayRallies   Lisa Utting:    lisau@vicbar.com.au  : lisauathome@gmail.com  

 

PLEASE SEE OUR WESBITE FOR OTHER COMMITTEE MEMBERS DETAILS….    

     

www.hdarc.org.au 

 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 269 

Hurstbridge VIC 3099 
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